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BACKGROUND 


i, The first poase:: cavolt in Inéochina took place in 1927. Ib was rut’ ‘osely 
repressed; oan i Frenot Tnperdalists 72a not sucesed in crushing t spirit 
of the strug ae tn the sortrery, it became broader and stronge er. ©. °30 June 
1930 the letoet Ate Dayemend ee Poets: ae Slag hies aes te SSR OY eit E “er oF 
several reciona] “rms; Bees gome of which rad been insrirei bo che 
Third Tnters i toa) Phe incse Communist Pariy affiliated itse . with, 
and subritted itee . te tae of, the Thi wd TInlernational, he satlons 

of 1930/34 cid no lead to: ~raging results from the point of ‘ew of 

Indochinese indepe. cance. » Per he. polab of view of the Ind cinese - 

Communist Pasty ‘ were 6 period of hop@ and expejsio | During 

this decade, mors Shan 100 bp: @ young Vietnamets found 44 pevsir to 

leave Indechina erm: b) vari oug routes, weve lly eitrer vie France or ': ona, 
arrived in the S52), whire te, oe courses of vativing length ani im ‘tance. 

The greater aaa hi ton of these peveons attended cliissea at the Sun TY sen 

University in Hos At this University if was ve rally recognized at the 

‘Annamese converts |o ees wwarism ware about the most i.teliigent and as uous of 

any nationality. % number o* them attained the degrev of "Agreges Re s®, the 


highest pale which wee scigool of Communiam accorded, Ab the same 2, a 
number of them ests:lished themselves on terme of int.sate friendship % 
A French students of the Zur opcan see ‘tion of the Gomrun' st Universi ty i ascow; 


fox example the Seicudend tp bateeen FO cht Winh and ‘ier Indochinese : .dexte 

with Thoreg and otter French Communist - leaders of tit future as well ¢., with the 
ov future Marshal Tits of Tugos:avia. Io Indochine iuicnlf, after another ‘3sperate 

struggle from 1956 %o 1939, che Communists failed t) make any importa. Sains, 
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except for the congolidatic; of oe Parsy and the acquisition of new reeruits. 
tis was achieved degrite tre rat that a large nomber of the leaders and Party 
members were thrown inte trison, The last and most violent insurrection befora 

the Japanese occuration was thet of Cochinehina in 1940¢ but it also «5 ruthlessly 
repressed, with much bloodshed. és a result of this repressicn, two ‘wrortant 
leaders met their death: MH Kai, sister-in-law of VO nguyen Giap, td 
NGUYFY Hence Phon?. These two bad been the Indockinese delegates to 1938 
World Conrress of the Third internaticnal in Boscov. A large number —- Party 
members in Indochina were throwr inte prisons The rena? colony of Pi: 1lo Condor 
(Cor-Lon, Cochinchina), where NCUYTM van Tao, PAO duy Ky, NGUYIN an Ninh and 

many otters were confined; the rrisers cf Lao Tao (106-40, 16-35), Ke scum 

(10P-01, 14-20), Ran re Thuct (10F-05, 1°40) in Arnam; the rrisens ¢. Song-La 
(103-54, 21-20) ané Nehia-we (104-21, 21-35) in Tonkin (TRAN huy Lier was 

confined at Nehia-I.o); and the Central Friscns in Hanoi, Hue, Saigon ind Vinh. 


rae a SR TE EMT 


With the outbreak of th: var in Furore in 1939, Germany's attack on i. USSR in 
1941 and the complete changes in the policy of the Communist parties in all the 
countries of the world, the Indectinese Corrunist Party, like the ree3, had to 
adopt new tactics. It vas to tre inter st cf the USSR to conceal hez relations 
with the Corrunist rarities cf vari-us ccmntries, in order te avoic me ing offense 
to the Allies who were Felr‘re the USSR in the sar. In acecrd with 4 «© general 
policy of the Third Internaticnal, the Indechtnese Communist Party he to. 
Pio-uise itself arc r-tire into seereey. Ferinn’ ng in 1940 Communisr iad to 
rive war to Naticnaliar in Intechina. The history of Vietnam onterec <. new 
rhase with this irpertent tecring which vas taken by the Indochinese  oamunist 
Partys it vas a turning of vreat conseyuencee 


ay 


DIVOLOINTNT AMT PSTRUDT YTS OF VEIT LITE COMTRCL 


Repinning in 1940 ane re-ebing a elimay at the ené of 1941 and the be . wing 
of 1942, there were Nationalist revelts esch as those at Pac Son (106 2, 21-52) 


and at Dinh Ca (106-04, 21-44). ‘werrilla artiies vere forned. The V “nam 
Liheraticn Army (Viet Mar Gh ateProng=2 ver) was founded. The Resist:: - Movement 
against hoth the French anc Jerancse became est blished. And as the «cuntere 
measvres and orpression hy both the French and Japanese erew rrogress «ly more 
brutal ané unbearable, the ¢aorle beears more an@ rore ready to jein > volutionary 
orfanizaticns. Tkirg eéventare of th's state of affairs, the Commrur .. Party 
embarked on the following tactics; 

(1) Creaticr of new revolutionary rertics, such as (a) The Pemoe “ic Farty 
(Dan Chm Tang); this party was in fact organized by a Communist, NGUY | dinh Thi 
who later--under tre rresent Viet Ninh Government--becaire President « he 
Cultural Associat’cn fer Naticnal Yelfare, In orpaniaing the "Demcer ~ic™ Farty 
he var assisted ty DUC’G duc Hien, a Sormer Presteent of the Students «ssociationy 
by VU dinh Hee, at yr. sent Virister of fustice in the Vietnam Gover ont, and 
by DC due Tuc, whe became the Scereterv=Ceneroi cf the Democratic Par.j . {b} The 
Victnam Revoluticrary Youth vartc (Viet Nar T’ anh Nien Gach enh Dong Lid Hei), 


ercated at Liuchor (Kwanesi, Chine) by NO. chi Ninh {rossibly uncer a -onym) » 
who retired as its leader skertly after its erestion. {c) The New Vi am Farty 
(fan Viet Crack Fenk Rang) erich vas also erected by HO chi Mink, but er a 


Gifferent one cf bis nvurercus aliasess this times LY Thuy. 

(2) Strengthening anc cocoiwecerent of the Infechinese Cormunist - rty itself, 
but nett in a rore subtle anc secret form. ' 

(2) Ore tion'of Netier we Associations (Doan The Cuu Quee : Exanples 


of these arc: Maticnal Telfere 


yo 


negociations of Youth, of Voren, of F ants, of 
Jorters; and especially of the wTyVet (Tu Ve Cuu Quoc)<-"Self-Defens: ‘ssociations,' 
(2) Porrsation of @ reli‘dea’ front: The Viet Mink. This Front, °° a pearance, 
was the result of the mezrer of all the Natienal Yelfere Associations .4 of several 
political rarties of which the most important raz the Inéo-Chinese Cor nist Party 
and the secoré mest importante-but Par less go--the Democratic Party. 


43 


Purine the Jaraness Ceevraticn, tre organization of the Viet Kinh was = follons: 
(1) On the Jerest level there were the TieueTo ("Little nests"), . ich in fact 

were cells censisting of & to 10 persons each. Each Tieu To chose a °.efate. 

Thede delerates formed a committee on the next. hicker level. Thus, Ss... by step by 


tre same process on ascencine levels, the following came into existen  -. 
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(2) Khu-Bo--Committee for a Khun (district) in the coun*rs, or Thanh~Bo-- 
Committee for a tomns 

(3) Tinh-Bo--Committee for a provirees 

4) Xu-Bo--Cemmittes for a Xu (large repicnal divisicn)s; and fin:.ily 

5) Tong-Bo--Seneral Cirecting Committee, : 
The: role of the THau-To mas that cf a cell which multirlied and vceruiced new 
party members. The Tank-Bo (Town Cormittees) and Tinh-Poe (Provincial Sommittees) 
organized Peorle's Comrittces which were at trat time called *Naticnal Liberaticn 
Committees." These Feoy luis Committees, Curi:e the Japanese Occuratic:, had a 
character which waa at ore acninistrotive, prelitical and military. Te TongeBo 
(General Dare: ting Commitizee) during the Jararese Occupation elected an rxecutive 
Committee which was name the "Vietnam Liberaticn Committee*®, with HO «| 4 Minh 
as Presidant. after the urrivine of Anpust 145, it was this Committee , with the 
additicn of a fen nembers whe were neutral am in rartieular harmlesa, hich 
became the Provisi-na, Governrent.. The Tieu-1¢, 20 lonrer havinre any - ~tieular 
function to fulfill, eliarpearec, anc the Teo; \='s Committees became tt - 
rrovisicnal orgars 9f atwinistration, Hovever, they socn tendec to bec i = 
Fleectoral Colleres only, leaving ail aetive adulnistraticn to the "Execicive 
Committees" of the *oore's Committees, 


In August 1945 the ‘Med Mint gedend the rover in the name-of the People and 
formed a Naticnalics liovernment. Thi 

ané was recornized «s such, Is = ‘© Viet inh \hich dominated both ih: 
Governrent and the lecplets Comitucess and, more vticulariy, it was > ne 
Communist Party whic: Corinatec tie Viet Mimh. (Se: rararrarhs 23840 fe> History 


of Viet Minh Pasic Tuliey fron 1945 te 1947). 

But the Communists j inte? to rule vhorn to the peor]: of Vietnam and th» world 

at larre that Vietr:. vas a "Derceracy” and that the ‘detnam Government <s a 

. "Demoerntic™ Covers: ont hich represented all rartice -£ the reorle and +-ludeda 

non-rartisans also, GConsequciatiy, ir February Lh, poperal slecticns woes held, . 

From the Viet Vink rotnS of view thr. Yollevinr is the vtory: 
"Lone lists of eard-tates wore persented ane. lettor.te rachaycry set us to 
make certain “no. the true viskes of tre reop.: shoulea he axrvessed. “ut 
Since it wa: th. first peresal elesticon ever jodd in Vietnam, she vo -s5 
natural]; weeded putiarce Poom sc 


ebody, and .. wag necessary “or th | ro« 
visional Sovernnsnt (Viet Konk) to trovide thit-rutdance. This they 9.4 by 
means of in adeguate “Infernaticn" Service, which eave the recple th 3cessary 
details toncerntn= who wera the truly rateieti: candidates, The rosy - was 
that the people v>.ted everwredpirgly for a Coa.: tion Governmerii-ewhlen included 
represe joatives o7 all rartics and a number of \nepartisans. Thus) seg 
impossitle te areuse the Vietner Government of ki och 1946 of beang duiuated 
by a siwle rare, since it was slected by universes] suffrage of all ¢- 

reople and ccus ‘d only & airesity of Viet Minh vembess. Ano this uuicordity 
certajily bac 9 right te be fn the fovernment, sinc: Jt was a arty wl ob 

reyr: sented a cerhain rercensago of the rorudaticn 21d aso had the pos ¥ of 


hacia led the stiacgle for he vountry's inderendenc, Medlar]y, i: as 
wo. Party of dorinatin: the Viet Mirh, oasmich 


inrossible to aecvsr 
wy in Neverter 194" the Corruniet Farty voluntarily cissoivei itself «+ tig 
oot of the Rerublic." 
On +e Fichkest level (4. ¢ Government) , crercfore, this was .c Corrinistedor rated 
stte in arrearance. (1 the lover levels it was roy 4b leas' in arrearane — the 
Porlets Corrittess ‘hat score in charges of Local afrinistrat one 


vhe raterc cf the aérir strotren of InCoekina as at evolvee uvter the Provi nad 
fovernrent (Serterter 1045-Pebruar« 1946), the Cealiticr Gove: nren\ Corrine: 6) 
and finally the rr-sent Vietnar Geverrnent is as follows: Cn sto BM theat 2 zecl, 
there ts the Victnam Ge: ernment itself, which is, as the Viet Liah riint ow 
eosresed (even now) of | inisters co variens vrarties anc sore Nor -pari\san &.  sters, 
Vhe Viet Minh fail te vcint out thes all the mest imrortant pos: are wecup. . by 
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Viet Kiinh members, The Covernnent gives cirertives and crfers te the Fxrecutive 

Committees on each: level: Bo (the three large divisicns of Tenkin, Annan, 

Cochinehina); Province (Tinh); District (Huyen); and Village (va). Tr 

Executive Committces cf she Xa and Tinh are chosen b> the People's Cor ittees 

of those divisicns, with the arrroval cf the Executive Committess on h pner 

levels. The People's Corrittzes are elected tw the people by cirect uriversal 

svffrage, The Executive Committee of the Ro is chosen hy all the Fxec tive 

Committees of the Tirh in trat Bo; and the Executive Committee of tha "uyen is 

chosen by all the Executive Coreitsees in the Xa of that Huyen. Thus cere is 

at least an arrearance of democratic methers of choesing the local adm. nistraticn. 

Rut the Viet Mink intimate that: 
"Tt must be recognizec trat Vietnam has enioyed the benefits and 1 vifilled 
the duties of ‘Democracy! for only a very short time. “Democracy cepresents 
the most reascnable polisieal trend for the world in generals and must there 
fore be preserved in Viewnam at all costs, Vietnam must certainl; not retrace 
its sters ané r turn to slavery anc fendalism. Th.refcre it is ert’rely 
lorical to fear that the Fecrle's Gormittees mirtt misuncerstan® he: orders 
of the Government and riyht ren the risk ef revertinr to the impo cnt 
rositicn of the ferrer 'C;nseils des Notatles' which rere mere pu, pits of 
the French. In order to ccounteract an evil which is rore than a ,- ‘sibility, 
and to avert this @snrer. it ia lofical to yrovide these Teerle's sommittecs 
(or thetr Cxesutive Committers) with Advisors." 

This has heen dome vith crea’. evergy and efficiency. 

are very numerous and are encomntoreé in varicus forms (Fararrs 


he €-" 1). 


% present such uvisers 


State Can-Bo 

The State Can-Po (Gan Bo “he “uoc)., This term ray te defined as "Non rs 
provided by the State." (See note secardtne terminology at en’ cf rep ade 
Turing the Jarinese Ceevration the Car-Ro were arerts whe had already ceived 
adeqna'e treinirg-«-most often they vere young reveluticnarics. In t) cegicns 
controlled by the Viet Vink cucrrillas there were about 3C Car-Ro sehey ls. The 
ecurse lastec fror 15 to 30 vays. Fach sereol corzrised ahcut 30 stu ..ts, who 

“were being rrepare? to tecers at the sare time relitieal leaders and «ucrrilla 


chiefs, Sore training vas riven in relitical eectrine anc organizati. but 
cf eourse on military matters--wearens, deroli ins, 


rrincipal emphasis was 
sahctare, espicnace. The cevurses were conducted by Can-Fo, the stude. them~ 
selves heeorire rotential Can-Po uren the corrletion of their course. “he 
jrrertance attacked by the Wet Pink to these ackecis is evidenced by .2e fact 
that they vere organtzed by HO chi Minh himself arc his inreciate ent..cage ef 
senicr rolitical loaterse Sorilariy insrired schecls were hele even o7. the 
repicns defiritely controlled by the Jaranese. These sekcols vere of urse 
denaveted in rreat secrecy, un? roved a ovt frequently from place to si.ee,s The 
rumher of atucents tn each ma: asually not mere tran 10 at any one th >. In 


rolitical crganiz 


tris latter tyre cf sebcol the rrtneirai erprasis was cn educaiicr fo lancestine 
ation soparanda to create the pre tect cessible mber of 


¢ @lene-hary Jessors in weapons in or to 
enatle ther to defend therselves anc to organize the "Pu-Ve™ Self nef oe Units — 
anc to angacs fter the 
ne to assacsh or t 
Jarancse Surronde: most 52 r of the 
Viet Sinks consequently the ceran® for Can="¢ re atly exceeded the supc'y und it 
was necessary ‘oc train nav ores bactily. Cane"e selecis spranr up in -v.antity. 
Pepire the reriods of Shans  vermrent, 
militar: cre: tices vere Tess seirline 


eentinueé te be cheervee in 1 
the rerainder wera on rclitieal sublects anc tre technique cc’ 7repas 


i c 
trpertant; therefore, althouch rilitary 
the sctocls, less than talf cf the courses vere 


> 


‘military; mC ; : 3 a | 
panda--rparticulart: cresagana ir fover of the Viet Virh Party ane the ‘ict Wivh 
: there ver sore Can-"o cho reece ved more 


ae 


Government. At toe game tire kevevery , 

det tled r‘litert {ostroetiens ticse sere wen che vere destinec to tal. charge of 
the erpanizaticn of Lecal Militias Cfa-Ve) whiek vere to replace the -o. 

fulfill the sare Taneticns, Ry this tire, the Tu-Ve--originelly Natio wa 
Asaceiaticas for 3jelf-Tefense--hac eeasee to be Naticneal Welfare Assoc inticns and 
hat hecere a ror srecialize vind of organization (See rararrarh 11). While its 
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primary functicn was that cf a Militia and Folice Force, its intimate knowledge 
Of local conditicns and yerscreli*ies even within a minute quarter of a city 

(the Tu-Ve were organized ty atreets and blocks within a city) result in its 
intellipence services being cailed upen by varicus sorts ef political and police 
organizatiers (sce below), Grovally alse, as Naticnal vielfare Associetiens for 
all class's an’ caterories sprang up in almost every regicn, the Viet Minh deemed 
it necessary to rrovide them with Specialist Technical Advisers (Canc Ky Thuat 
Chuyen lic), such as the Can-30 assigned te advise the local Neticnal iclfure 
Asaceizticns of Feacants, of Farrers, of Workers, ete. The State Can-Po ag the- 
cradvally developed in the Provisicnal anc Coalition Goverrner*. periods into — 
the full flowering of the yrosent perio? may be divided rourhly into several 


eaterories: 
(1) Can-Po for administrative services--to help the Rxecutive Cosmittees of 


the Peorle's Committees. 
. Military Can-Po for the crganizaticon of Local Militias. 25X11 
3) Can-Po for the Cultural Associaticns and for Froparanda, excivuing the 
teachers used in the program cf mass education in reading and writing, 
(4) Can-Mo to act as Srecdalist Technical Advisors--for Arriculture, Handi- 
crafts, Fighway Commissions, rte, This category is piven only enough -c litical 
_indoctrinaticn to make sure that they will not run counter to rovernmens directives, 
(5) Can-Bo to act as unrfficial representatives and observers in ne 


countries, 


9, State Can-Bo are usually choven from among the pepulaticn of the localiuy to 
whieh they are destined tot: assipned in order to be on more friendly and 
intimate terms with the people with whom they have to deal. The State Can-Bo 
Frovive surerficial instructi:a in Viet Minh organizaticn anc doctrine. In the . 
instructicn on doctrine, a certsin amount of Marxist phraseology is used; but the — 
theory enunciated is chiefly “anti-Faseist"; much emphasis is placed ca the 
Cominant role of the "majerity." This is because the Viet Minh do not vish the 
true Communist character of the strte te be too widely known among the State Can~Bo,. 
During the course of instructicn on doctrine, discusgicn greurs are fre:juently 
‘eld, which enables the instructors to fulfill another important (seer.‘:) role: 
that.of syies for the Governrent, for the purrese of cheekirg on the ¢ svalty, 
ovinicrs and activities °f lecal cfficiais., The Stste Can-Bo are give i titles | 
indicating the function which they fulfills for example, Mr. X is aI cpaganda 
. Can-Po; Mr. Yds a Youth Canefo, Mr. 2 is an Agriculture Can-Ro., Thes. Jan-Re 
receive their treiving in se*ocls controlled ty the resrective Ministr’ss; for 
exanyle, Administr: tive ‘an-Mo in sctocls contreliee by the Finistry c* the Intertor. 
These sctools are sore cr less oversgthat is, thelr existence as well xc the ident‘ty 
of the rupils is txnown. The covrses are eenfidential, and strancersa c « not 
yermitted to atterd. ‘These Gan-Pe are thsoretically under the orders -f the 
Ministry which appoints them, and their power is confined to the funct oc. and 
area srecifically assitned te them. As secn as one of them is assigne: to a 
certein lecality, he proceeds to that lecality and remains therc vith “. People's 
Cormrittee or a Public Welfare Assoclaticn of that locality, They £411 the role of 
atvisers to these Cormittees or these Associaticas and submit their re;crts to 
their respec‘ive Ministries, fut in reality these reverts are submitted through 


another Committee, known as the "Viet Binh Commitiee." 


he Viet Minh Comreittees 


eo. 


10, The Vict binh Committees (Uy-Ban Viet Mish). Albtrough the uyrisi:, of wupust 1945 


resulted in the scizure of rover by the Vietnarese, the Viet BMirh stili continued 
to fin® reatons fer not abanfon’ne its role, elaimine that: 
te to 


"(1) The Viet Minh is a yclitical Front which led the Vietnamese p: 
Front which represents a part of t masses; 


freedom; (2) The Viet Kink is a 
and (3) The Vict Minh claims the privilege of heing the Front whic’ epresents 
: the most revolutionary an? most demceratic pertics; therefore, it’ the duty 
preventing 


of continuing so pudde the people along the path of "democrecy', a: 
the People's Cormittees from depenerating into Reacticn. These Pec \.e"s 
Gorrittees, of course, are Cormittees electec by the people, bet ar> naturally 


sk of irjuring rather .. an serving 
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subjret to huran error which would run the risk. 
the reople." 
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The funetiers of the Viet Binh Cormittees, rhich consist cf rersonnel who are 


State Can-Ro, are as follons: 
(1) To act as advisors to the Peorle'’s Committees and the Execut. ve Come 


. mittees of the Pecple's Committees, The Viet Mirch inti-ate that 


"gince it is tke duty of the Viet Mirh Corrittees to act as atvisera to the 
' Peoplets Committecs, it is entirely logical that the Viet Minh Ccnmittees 

should control the activities of the Stete Can-Ro, who are at the sane time 

themselves a¢visors to the Peorle's Committees and (nearly all) rorbers of 


the Viet Fink Party. These Can=-"o must be advised hew to obey betr the State 

-and the Parts, 

(2) To continne to act as "Fnli¢-hteners" cf the Peorle, inasmuck 73 the Vict 
Rirh is a "revoluticnary and a democratic" rarty. In order prererly te fulfill 
t)4s second function, it 45 necessary fer the Viet Minh Committees te sxtend the 

edirele of their activities and to reernit new Party members to consol.date the 
Party's resiticn in the rarks of the reople. The simplest method for “ne Viet 
Minh te aceorrlish this rurpose is: 

(a) Te spreaf yroraganéa on vekslf of tre vorty anc of the Gov -rnment at: 
the same time; this propaganda is mace up by the Proraranda Can-Bo anc the 
Cultural Associations: . 

_ Ob) To extend the activity cof the Neticnal jielfare Asseciation* and to 
arcuse everybery +o becore a member of one or rore of these Asseciati.ss. Farmers 
are rut unmler presenre te jcin Farrer's Asseciaticns, momen te Join Werants 
Associations, banvers to fotn Panver's Associaticns. Fressure to joi these 
Associations rests on the thesis that they are Associaticns fer Publi \elfare 
(the Annarese name has almost the sierificance of 'Naticnal Sclvatior ; and that 
it js the doty of everyone to ts patriotic and to work for the salvat.cn of ris 
fatterland and naticr., Thus, withovt beloncine to any political part, at all, 

“4t 4s sufficient for a rerscn to fo’n amy one of these Associations to find 
himself in the Viet Mish, This leares no opportunity to the individus. to join 
‘any other party than the Viet Minh, This situation has been corpletely fulfilled 
din nearly all the rrevinces, tut to a slirhtly lesser extent in the cities. But 
in the cities as well as the previnces there is always a reredy in ces the , 
romilation is reluctant te iein the Associations. This remedy is cal wd the Cong-An 


Cong~An 


(ce) The Cong-An (Public Safety or Surete). The Viet Ninh po’r” out that 
"the Feople's Committees trke care cf administration in the varic : localities 
and, with the aid of Can-Bo ard of Viet Ninh Comrittees, are char <4 with the 
“uty of imrroving conditions in thet lo ality and of advancine th. work of 
reconstructicn in order to make the people harry.’ This, therefore, is a 
constructive ané resitive tusk, The CongeAn, on the cther hand, “« charged 
with a “estrictive duty--net, of course, destructive of the progr:ss of — 
reconstru: tien ant harriness, but destructive of the elerents am factors 
~4ch are thersclyes Aestructive of trat yrorrese--or, a negative “uty so to 
sreake-that cof surrressing the elerents em factors weich deny t: -ositive 
value of that. resitive rort:." . 
The acents of the Cont-An are ealled Trinh-Sat (Trinh rears to exrlerc > to corquer3 
The Tri uheSat of the 
Conr-An must net Sc eorfesed -ith the Civil Folice rhich are heown as “‘o-An for 
the provinces an? Cank-Sat fer tre cities, Nor should it be ecsfusee th the Tu-Ve 
zealous an? alert minds. 
Some of them are sra@nates c* Can-Ro schools. Others are veteran meml vs of the 
Viet Kirh Party frem the dave of the Javanese Ceruration, There are tm kines of 
“rinheSat for the Cont-An: (1) Trirh-Set Chinh-tri (Political Trinhk=ic.). They 
are charpee with relitical affairs and have the cuty of watch’ re susp Lous 
characters and maleertents~-7n a wore these who belong cr might belon so a party 
other than the Viet Minh and whe micht clet against the Government. ~°. Trinh-Sat 
Rinh-te (Teonomte Trinh-Sat). ‘They are charged with eeonoemie affairs anc have the 
@nty ef investipating smugrling, gambling, thefts, erires and all und svorld aetivit: 
Tre Prinh-Sat have a rreat deal of rower. Ag socn as they shew their credentials to 
the local authorities, ther are riven all rossiole assistance. Altho the Govern- 
rent of Vietnam has declaree that "Yietnar is a democratic country anc therc fore has 
no Seerst Police", i+ must be admitted that the activitics of she Tri: h-Sat are 


always secret. ; 25X1 
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VE : . 
The Tu-Ve, althouch they are not cirectly charg d with the duty of preventing 
the reople from cerarting from the rath of tderocroey", are exceedingly us eful, 
because of their intimate rowledre cf local poeaeed anc rersonalities, in 
assisting **ose wo arc more Cirectly bueeere with this duty. (See paragraph 8) 


Asrects C Centred 


_ The rresent afr'nistraticn cf Vietnar has a mcre yerular base than the. rhich 


existee unv’er the Freneh rerire heeause of the rarticirsticn of a pres cor number 
of strata cf the Feo: “le, The Virt Mink dertnates this adminisiraticn. The 

Viet Minh itself hav becere a very broad Front because of the extensive partici- _ 
ration cf the Ai tres nt strate of seclety. Accorcing to the Viet Minh shems-lves, 
the Viet Pirh Frert ia the result of the “fusion of several rolitical rarties 

and of Gifferent National Yelfare Associnticns." The General Tireeti:.. Committee 
of the Frert (Teng fe Viet Ninh) is corposed of delegates from those j iitieal 
rarties and these Associations. The Directing Committee gives orders +74 
directives to the Repicnal Gemrittees cf the Viet Minh, to the local Nuiiicnal - 
Welfare Associations, to the | CaneBo and te the Trinh-Sat of the Gongeé . 

mobuekiy thes cc oreers are eccorcinatec with the vartcus Miristries of sha Govern= 
ment, Without tre Viet Minh Committees, the Iutlic Welfare Associatic @, the 
State Can-Po anc the Trirh-Sat of the Conge-An the Viet kinh would lose esrtrol 

of tre recple, <cntrol of the acrinistrsticn and control of power. ie 


The rest iryeytan* party of the Viet Kirh was the Indeehinese ccepanae. - Party, 
and raturally its delepates beeare members of the Viet Ninh Tong-Bo. 4b as 
tre Vict Binh assumed the missicn of serving the Naticn, it has to ser = also 
the (deroevitic) government, cf that Maticne-the hirhest organ reprcsente tive 


of the Vietnarese Perublic. “ecavse of this m'ssicn, and ina cesire %c avoid 


rerrittin: cither the Government or the Naticn frer appearing. too Cor... .istic . 
fn the eves: of the rorle, the Indochirese Cerrunist Party voluntarily © issolved 
in Noverle: 19156 ; 


he Associetin vice Sincies 
é . 
Inrediately after the @ic ssolut tien, this Farty vas rerlaceé by the Asse ation 
for rarzist Studies, In aprearance this Assoriaticn is cor csed of pe cons nho 
wish to study the rhdloser’ ical theory cf Marxist, "withenut the least nsenticr 
of arrivire jt te practice." Tt rrblishes becks and a newspaper whick -chibit a 


Corruntst tenderey; for exsrrie, its organ Su-That (Wmpy th» of. Prayd' ; is 

rlairie Coveuntst fn tones; and it enjoys sore rrivilege than the non-t. vJenticus 

rean of the Tong-Po itself. Tre Cevernrent, clai inr to be « 

' ese, intimates that 
"4+ js entirely natural that there sh: ala be frecdor of thought a.. of the 
preas and that such rublicatic s sheuld he rermitted ." 

The Viet ¥ich also intdmate that, because the Nasociation is a rrivate one, it is 
Warite autural that the publie skould know cf only “one Coccraents five of this 
Assceia®: Son, namely Mr. PHAN van Khoa, an¢é that the names of the ther members 


shovid sit aprear publicly." 


i ae 
Sa t. 
t 


4 


Fonr-Boe ‘Viet mink Moreting Cormittee) 


Rut what js not at all natural ‘is that even after ‘the dissolution of + « Indo= 
chinese Communist Party Its ae members continued to remain member: = the 
Viet Prinh Tonr-Bo: Por exerrle, the official spokesman of the Viet Bi: Tong-Bo 


is stil) poUy?Y Incne Tang, Porn: ‘ly well bnewn ag a member cf the Cor ooist Party, 
better vnewn by Lhe niekrare of Sao-Lo (Thea Star"), and affecticnatel known as 
Anh-Ca ("Pider “rether") to all Can-"o, cf whem be is the cfficial chi ; Furthere 
more, the Tonr="0 is always svrrouneed br an atmosrlere of the creates ystery; 
rublic orinion hes for the Poneto (rather than fer the Gover: spent) a se ane of 
respeot which comines veneration, fear an’ excessive considernticne 


the Tonr-Bo i: offictalir cerreset of avont & Cele ates, the true Toro (a sort 
] sufficently 


rr 
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(For examrle, ’n Janvary 1946 the same CHU menticned above used 200 sol = 


“The schools, in which are trained the euid 
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mysterious to be little known and who are certainly neither renbers of the 


Democratic Party nor delegates from any of the Naticnal Selfare Associaticns. 
Trey must therefore belong to the Corrunist Fertyo. 


It 4s quite well known that the Tonr-Po geives orders and directives to the 
Regicnal Committees of the Viet Minh, which, with their Associations, tceir 
State Can-Bo who are members of the Viet Minh, and their Trinh-Sat of cae Cong- 
An, control the People's Cormittees which are charged with local admi:istraticn. 
But it is far less well know: that the Tong-Bo, the h‘ghest organ of the Viet 
Finh, is constantly arrrebersive that the Fecrle's Committees and--eves more 
imrortant--the Regicnal Corrittees, of the Viet Minh, may stray “unintenticnally" 
from the desired path, For this reason they have dreided to place Can-Ro 

Viet Mirh or Can-Bo Cun More (Viet Minh Can-Po ov National Welfare Can-%o) in 


each repicn, 


Yiet Link Can-Po or Naticral telfare Can=-Bo 


Tho Viet Minh Can-Ro must act be confused with the State Can-Bc, who report 

to their respec‘ ive Kinistrics and whose authocity is strictly limited to their 
asstened duties within their acsircned arcsas, Althouch the same Annamese word, 
Can-Po, is used to *esiprate these tro cifferent categcries of men, the word 
Can=-Bo as appliee to the Viet Vinh Can-Bo has 1o Trrlish equivalent; its French 
translation is "cadre", The Viet Firh Can-Bo is a rerson who can mehke ceeisions 
on all rilitary, political an’ economic affairs tn the rericn to which te is. 
arrointed. The followire is an examrle to illustrate the functicn and authority 
of the Viet Minh Can-Po: 

, Chem-Ve is a suburban cictiict of Hanoi, extendirr for a distance’ of nearly 
20 kiloreters alone the right tank of the Red River. In this district at the 
end of 1945 and the beginning of 1946 there were 6 Viet Minh Can-Bo, cf whom 
one, by the name of CHU, was the most imrertant. He was Cirectly resrorsible 

to the Tonr-Bo of the Viet Mini, net to the Government. The proof of this fact | 
was that “ren, for rerscnal reasons, he had arrcsted 22 young girls or eo trumped- 
up charge of Trotskyism without covsulting or reeviving “he arrroval cf the 
loreal Feerle's Cormittee, re refuse? to yield to the derands of HOANG winh Giam, 
Vinister of the Interier, that they sheulée be released. 


The Viet Minh Car-Bo not only dees not take orders fror the People's Committee 
but Firdelf pives orcers to it. He has the rover to control commerce, trans- 
rortation an¢ comrunication, Ne can corrand the local militia (Tu-Ve) the 
local office o” the Surete (Conr-An) and the local units of the Army 4 «2lf. 

rs to 
kil] all tre 7C members cf a lccal unit of the Chinese occupational fe «as, take 
rosseasion cf their arms and throw the boties into the Red River. Thi time, 
hozever, C™ ment too far. Tho result ma that the Vietnam Government aid an 
indernity <o the Chinese, und CEU was executed as well as the local m .sary 
corrander ato hac obeyed his orders. 


Tt is clear tha! the Viet Minh Can-Ro is a very poverful figure, ands . clef 
whose "enlirhtencd views -orrand creat rsrect. He is res:cnsible o: , to the 
‘bofz of ten ren which constitute the true inner circle of the Tcrg=30 © the 

Viet Mink. In choosing the Viet Minh Can-Po, therefor:, the Tone-Bo t Los care 
to cosfine ftself to men rtom they can trust absclutely, in order to ron the 

least ressitle ris of bungling the orders of th Tonr-Bo and to me ure of 
earring evt its policy without deviaticn. Since the true Tong-Ro viru circle) 
-onsists exclusively of meuhrrs of the Corrunist Party of the Third \n eynaticnal, 


it way te lorically decucec that the Viet Minh Can-Po can hardly avoi¢ ing 


mevber> of the Comrunist Party. 


Party Schcols 


. 


va 


ing sririts of the Viet Mink - 3 their 


rotertial successors, exhibit even more striking peculiarities than ti. ~ 7 in which 
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. the State Can-Bo are trained. The very existence of these schools is a 
elosely-guarded secret. At these schools the training is highly srecinlized and 
ds pure Communism. The irportence with which these schools are reporded by the 
hich command is indicdtee by the fact that HO chi Mink himself sonmetines gives 
Jectures in them. In these lectures he addresses the students as "Ccowade" and 
they are invited to address him similarly. Occasional lectures are o7.2 Civen 
by VO nguyen Giar, FHAN van Done, TRAN van Gieu and other leacing Cor urists. 

The rerular lectures, or course, are riven »y instructors ef less imp stance, 
whose tire is not fully occupied with other cuties. Courses inelnde — ie followings 
(1) Definiticons--liberty, dercerzey, cormunism, ete. (7) Fistory of che 
Communist Farty. (7) Mass ysychclopy--howv to lead the masses oy flatiery or 
control them by fear, etc. (4) Hoy to organize reasant and workers! ..vements. 
(5) How to satotere Trotskyists ané the Naticnalist Front. (6) How ti. organize 
hunger strikes in rrisons and cther strikes in French-controlied terr: wa 
(7) How to terrorize the population in Freneh-controlled territory. 


21. ‘Technically, the lecturrs arr of high quality. The theorics expressec «ere clear 
and coherent an¢ a wealth of concrete examrles is giver. Sreeial lectsrers are 
invited te recount rerscnal experiences to illustrate theories, such &a that of 
hunger strikes in French prisons, Many of the textbooks used are seer-t. Like 

‘ the lectures, they are clear and concrete. Some are translations or ¢laptations 
from the Russian, Examries of these include: extracts from the works >of Lenin 

and Stalin, Manifesto of the Cermunist Party at the Third Internationa. (1936/37), 
new Stalinist theories »:ich ~evrleped after the expulsien of the Trot: «yists, 

the "Death-Strugele of Capitalism’, The yurrose of these textbooks is to apply 
the Soviet doctrine’ specifically to Indechinese problens. Other textb.cks are 
written by Vietnamese--always un’er a pseudonym. 


22, It may therefore be coreluded thst the atr’nistration ef Vir tnan, with is 
Government and its Peorle's Corrittees, has a dercer-tie apprarance; it is 
under the control of the Viet Minh; the Viet Mirh Frent, in turn, is wider the 
eqntrol of the Indochinese Co:runist Party, decrite the fact that the Party 
mas Cissolved in 1745, 


‘HISTORY CP VIST WITH RAGTIC FCLICY-+1945-1947 
23. Oving to a flexible policy, the Indechinese Corrunist Party, through the Viet 
Ninh-eafter the latter had become a hroac Front with the particiraticn o” broad 
strata of the people--imposed its yolitieal eentrol over Vietnam: it ove:came, 
without too much difficulty, the so-called Naticnalist Parties (Q.D.0., long 
Vinh Hol, ete.) and put ur a cetermined resistance first against the demunds of 
the Chinese Cccuration troops an? lnter aga‘nst the French, . 


ho The follewing factors and con’itiors were faversble to a general insurrection 
. of the Viet Minh at the time when it actually tcok rlace, in the summer :f 1945: 
Internal conditions in Vietnam: (1) war, peverty, ferine, drought. (2) Ruth- 
less oppressicn by toth Prenct and Japanese. (2) Consicous awakening by an 
orrressed people; i:difference toward death, which often seemed prefereo)2 to 
the unbearable con? ticns of lifes; consequent readiness te join Revolut :aary . 
Lorganizattons, (4) Emergence of the Viet Minh Front with, or of, the J 7“ .¢hinese 
Cormunist Party, at the most faverrole morent; flexibility of its stratugy, which 
shifted emphasis asey fror Communism to Naticnalisr. 
_ External conditicnss (1) Worle var between Axis and Allies--rropare wa of 
liternatien and of future frerdon te be ac orde? to these who participat:< on 
the side of the Allies; censciousness of their own strength on the part uo.” the 
people in feneral and of the reorle of small countries in particular. {2) Cone 
flict between Japanese and French imperialism; these two orrressive force+ were 
- “estroying each other and maine reor for a third force-=-that of revolw. ion. 
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- 25. In peneral it was these conditions which favored riots, revolts and, atove 
' gill, organized revoluticn. All classes in Vietnam were vrofoundly affected. 

The proletariat wre the most exploited of all, the workers being kept in 
subjection ty a jaw which «as more military than civil, and being red cad 
‘to beasts of burden rather than human beings. The peasants, under in -reas~- 
ingly difficult economic conciticns, were cerrived of their tiny prop rsies 
and died of farine and cisease, Tre Petite-Bourgeoisie became disloc. tds 
functicnaries were poorly paid, smell merchants were no lonrer able t» “ind 
roods to sells swall artisans coule not find the necessary materials "ur their 
handicrafts. The rich Pourgeois were turned out of their rrorerties, houses 
and factories by the military. There was only one category of the peryte who 
were able to rrefit by this state of affairs: these who served the J: panese, 
whe made profits in the black rarket, illegal acquisitions of lend and foree- 


ful cerfiscations, 


26. The Viet Minh, in the face of the penernl discortent of alrost all clis es and 
with the change in stratepy of the Indoch‘rese Cormunist Farty, advoccted 
cooperation and the unicn of all classes in a tread Frent. There was to be 
neither a -eictaterstir of the proletariat nor a dictatorship of capitelists; 
no one class wat to @orinute the ctlers, There was to te only a reneral. Front 
for inderendence, ané arainst cprressicn, Faceism and imperialism. Hcucver, 
since the varicus clacs:s had interests which vere somewhat orrosed tc one 
ancthor and it wos imrossible to evolve a rroraganda which would suit “lem all, 
the Viet Minh acverticed itcelf as a Front eensistine of several differant 

asec ané permitted each rarty 

to issue its own rveraganda cn behelf of the class whieh it represente’. The 


reality the rartr of the Fetite-Tcurgeoisie. This class was in Cecomp t [tion 
rut at the same time remained extremely numerous; and even in its deec:i; osition 
attempted to halt she bifurcation cf the tre errosinr currents--the re’: tively — 
rich and the poor--and to unite them, This stretegy cf the Viet Ninh #” 
permitting divergent rrovaranda worked sroothly and functioned excellently as 
long as there was a conerete turrese: inderenéence and liberty at the © xpense 
of a concrete enemy: the Jarsrese. The classes at beth extremes of society ' 
were not strong encurh to fipht for themselves. The Proletariat was incufficiently 
organized and united; the Trets’y'sts, for exarrle, had rromises the Viet Minh 
to help ther in the coring insurrection, while intending in 4ve course +9 rush 
thig insurrecticn “vrther anc transform i4 into a rreletarian r:volutior. The 
raritalists exhibiced the aare weakness aa the Froletariat. If the ec yaratively 
wealthy Rourg-oisic allored itself to te easily led by the Fetite-RBour; sisie, 
4t was teeause the former was net trely a Reveluticrary class in Indoc.i 2a. AL 
the revolts that bac taken rlace‘since the French conquest were revolts cy repre= 
sentatives of the fendal aristocracy--former Man?erins and scholars, or ~ later-= 
inavrrreticrs of reasants and strikes by workers, The Viet Winh's policy of 
/ Upt-n fs the exrlsnation of the success cf the Viet Wink in defending tha vague 
interests of the Petite-Bourgecisie, It is elso the explanation of the strength 
of the insurrecticn of Aucust 1945, immediately after the Japanese gurre der. 


27, Inrediately after tre fall of the Japanese - (disarrearance of the cor sote enemy) = 
and jrre@iately after the seigure of pever by the Vict Minh’ (ar-arent © “,ainment 

of the concrete rurrese: Indererfence, ID erty, harriness), that strave cy of the 

collaboration cf classes beran to totter, At this new turningenoint fi history, 

the Vict Eink remained untecided resirfing the stratercy to acoyt. There were 

ad@itional disadvartares: ‘lack of Can-Be, lack of an afequate intcllivcnce serviée, 


lack of cetaticed ‘rformeticn because of the pereral confusicn, and lac of materials. 


“98,  Tavinre been svert teyoné its intendedé srbere, the Viet Kinh found itse * in 
anctker vast screve, In its indecisicn, it covl¢ only continue its po “vy of 

comrrorise, attemrting to out throurk the castest, rost pressine and s he same 

tire least danreres reforms, The createst dancer of Ceconpesition la in the 

h tad beecme mer’ or less attrched to its the Prelet riat on 


two extremes which } : 
the one hane and the relatively rich on the ether. eae Minh trie. to satisfy 
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the. Proletariat ty promises alone, riving the werkers a rlirpse of batter 

living corditions for the futvre, but brastily adding that the most important 

duty for everyone at present is to make sacrifices before making Cerenis, in | 
order that the nswly-won independence wight be maintajreé and firmly established, 


These prorises race by the Viet Dinh vere not entirely successful; a. ° it 
continued te be the tro extremes (Proletariat anc rclativel: rich Ro ecisie) 


owlieh put te the teat the Viet Einh's relicy of corrromise. Cn the — hand, 


the Proletoriat--rarticularly the werkers--shored rlainly their dise «ent. 

The mar was endec, the country litcrated, the naticn hae its orn rove -nnent=--and 
ret conditions of life were no different from before. The Freletsaric . remained 
roor ané unharpy.. Discontent, indignation ané the spirit of revelt tok hold 
of ther. Trotskyist nuclei rere formed and grew apace. Desrite the Taet Linh 
censorship, clandestine Trotskyist publications ~ere distributed in rorkers* 
circles in rreater an? creater sbunéance. Seer: t meetings were held “lth 


“preater and greater frequency. The conflict threatened to beceme bit-er and 


violent. In the *ace of this threat, the Viet Minh employed its tyvo -ost power- 
ful wearons: proraranda an¢c terror. TA thu Thau, the most Arrortant Trotskyist 
leader was executed; LUCYG duc Thiep aré a great number of other Trot * yists 
rere arrested ané placed in concentraticn camps. Temporarily, at the beginning 
of 1946, the threat from the left apresred to have been averted. 


On the other han’, even before the leftist threat had been surrressec , two 
other troublesome elements appeared on the ripht, brought by the Chirs.es 
Ocevuration Troops: namely the Quoe Dar Dang (opp § and the fone Minh IY °., These 
parties found adterents among the RBovrgeois whe were still in dovbt » «ther the 
Viet Minh would netrtain the degree of order necessary for business © orosper 
as had been rromised, The Viet Minh tried to satisfy the relatively ‘ch 


‘Bourgeois hy promising them that private rrererty woulé net te touche ind that 


order would be maintained. These Peurgecis were formerly the lackeys .° the 


French and the Japanese, They had been terporarily derrived cf the m scers who 


were necessary fcr them te maintain their control over the masses. T ~*~ were 
worried. Now that the Chinese bad arrived, they theugh* they sam the ~-gerly 
awaited masters and here to use them as a svrrort and te rrofit by to". The 
Crinese also wisted to exrieit and make the createst ressible profits A rmaimber 
of rich Vietnarese joined the QD and the Deng Minh Hol, Their aim wv to over- 
threw the Viet fink Governrent, Put this atterrt sas entirely unsuee.< ful for 
the folloning reasons: 

(1) The Chinese realised that the period of their sty in Infoek!: would. be 
linited, They therefore ercovrare’ Ciserder se that they mirht fish ~* troubled 
waters, rather than atterpting tc establish themselves strongly amons ‘.1¢ masses 
and makine the letter truly derendent cron them. This errer had Its lgin in 
the «eakness of the Chinese Central Governrent. 

(2) The Chinese, having been accustomed to such poverty themselve exploited 
even the smallest interests, rithout lemving a reasorable prefit for 2 32ir - 
Annamese followers. It apreated that the Chinesc were too frasping ac wanted 
to seize everything. 

(2) The Annarese followers of the Chinese, cf the QD and of the “¢ Mink 
Hol, vere incorpetent. They lacked a concrete crganization anc their ‘oparanda 
vas unstdllfnl, The Pocrgecis guickly realized that these parties we neither 
evo rasters nor cee? fellevers. Ina werd, trey vere uselezs as ine ments of 
Ponrreois relicy. oS 


fas 


1% 


Altheurh for a certain tine both the Trotekyists anc the WD-Dong Lir Tot 
arresre? te *tresten the Viet Mink, the latter's ~olicy of corrromise -naged 
to hele and to avei@ decisive tests. Tretstyist extremism vas surpre ane 


‘the Rovvrecis orresition allied te the WD-Donr Minh Hei eracually di. dovn, 


leavinr s rear of embers which were evertually sen*tered on Chinese ¢ ‘ and 
only cecasicrall: flareé ur arain rerentarily. 


Altkourh tie Viet inh overcame these apttaticrs with much clear thir (cg and 
timeliness, chste les continued. The Viet Mink poltey, ‘eine >ase@ « . tompromise, 
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was unatle to rif itself of its furtarent:] inconsistencies. In the face of 


an immediate attack hy the French in Tonkin, the Viet Winh was force. to 
negotiate the Pr liminary Accord of 6 Merch 1946. Conferences and nesotiations 


for a final treaty dragred on for months and ended with the Fontainevlcoau Noedus 


Vivendi of 14 Scrtember 1946, The situation in France was also full of ineon- 
sistencies, and France herself needetM% settle these inconsistencie: . 
Outwardly, in the period between September and the renewal of hostil:.ties in 
December 1946, there did nct appear to be sericns contredicticns in ne internal 
affairs of Vietnam. The HO chi Minh Government rested solidly on the corpses 

of Trotskyist ani QOD cprosition. The People's Cormittees an¢ the Viet Minh 
organizations--"Naticnal Welfare Agsoclations, Can-Ro, frinh-Sat-~took deep root 
among the peorle, and were able to ruide them without toc much difficulty in 

the desired direction. After the sipning of the Modus Vivendi there sere indeed 
evidences of discontent and accusations against the Government for h .ing made 


‘too many concessions to the French. Put the Viet Minh was able to r ° over 


a clever trick. It was not the Vietnamese Pelegation which had sign. the Nedus 
Vivendi: it was rather HO chi Hinh himself. For a long tine clever cropaganda 
had created about the personality of HO ahi Minh an atmosptere of myr*ery 
amounting almost to relipicus mysticism; it fac made him immensely prrular; and 
it had presented bir to the public as a leader who was enlirhtened 1 cll 
matters, a father of wisdom and a man whdse policies were infallible It mas 

FO chi Winh hirself therefore who surrerted the whole weight of resr > cibility 
for this signaturc, and? the Viet Mirh reanained intact and blareless. 


The appearance cf Viet Fink sta'ility wis to be noted esrecially in ~whlie 
opinion, After the March 104C acrecmert, anc especially after the Sr rherber 1946 
Yotus Vivendi, there were in ceneral tu: opresing eurrents of crinic!. One was 
to make, small corcessicns te the French in order to have reac. as lo’ « as 
possible ané to avoid a disastrous confict. The other one was very —compro- 
mising: to strucrle at all cests arair:t the Prench anc to actieve  c plete and 
unquestioned ircerenderce rather than ti accept 3 relative liberty wi’ -h was too 
much akin to tutelare. Put this differince of orinion war not compl: only 25X1 
irreconcilable, because hardly anyore tnlding the seeoré cririon dared to say 
that those Foltirg the first vere pro-Fiench traltors. Everyone dec’: "ed hir~ 
nti-French, tut with differint shades of views. 


—. 


But the absence of sexvious contradicticn? in Vietnar was arrerent or . Tenesth 


the surface, the situation vas hepinnirg to boil. The frame of mind ? the 


Vietnaresy people after September 1946 wat in fact very complicated. 

(1) First there wes the class of forncr Manéarins, former high ~~ etionaries 
and merchants whe had grown rich under the French regime. These pec ..: were not 
able at the omert to follow the French; tet as the latter prshed fo ard to a 
restcration of their poner, this class of ‘Ainamites saw more clearly @ 
possibility of cre day becor*hr suppet instiuments of the French, wh ‘ould 


‘perrit ther to build or re-build their forturves. 25X1 


(2) There vas the caterory of new carit:lists, who had erewn ri *) on black 
fs + h f r 


3 seigure of lasts, or in a¢vantareous «7 contrects. 


Hy 


class, The Tan Dan Chu Dang also includes, ‘ovever, a nurber of rer 3s who 
have rossessed fortunes fer a lone tire, as yall as a nurber of inte  ctuals. 
Tre Tan Dan Chu Pang is still a relatively siall organizcticr and ce  inly does 
not inelnde all, or even a mafority of the néyly-rich Pourgecis desc ‘ved here). 
These reorle vere immersely rich in corpariso: with the pre-war peri’ *. and had 
invested treir future in the Vict Minh Governvent. Their Interest ™ < entirely 
contrary to that of the Frerich cavitalists, whose former wealth, pro erties and 
means cf profucticn and exploitation were now in their hands. This. -:egory 
25X1 
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was definitely antieFrench; comrare for example the questions of the Hei phong 
Customs and Tariffs, the Hongay rines, the mines in the mountainous region 
of Torkin, import and export with China and the Jnited States. 

(7) As to the Patits-Bourgeois, some were on the side of these yao wanted 
a fight to the finish against the French; others wanted peace at any price. 


‘Consequently, their efforts were confused, This class, being in decerpositicn, 


but at the same time very numerous, was incapable of irposing a clear policy 
aimed at @ specific interest. Their efforts--confused but never violent--never- 
theless demonstrated clearly the uncertainty of the situaticn and the inpossi- 
bility of sta:ilizing this class of society. Although there was no cpen warfare 
at this time between France ani Victnam, there vas a scarcity of ever:thing. 
The small merchant lacked products to sell, and his profits were less than his 
expenses; the small functionary lived like a soldier, norking almost °1+heut 
salary; the artisan felt that he was working for someore other than hinself, 

(25 On the cther hand, if the tendencies of the Petits-Bourgeols were very 
vapucy, those of the workers were more clear: they had become purely -onscripts. 
Their conditions of life had becore even more miserable than before. Ja cone 


‘tradiction to the promises which the Viet Minh had offered, their rip -ts were 


further restricted. Strikes were forbidden (except one strike on the part of 
workers in a printing-shor whose proprietor had agreee to publish ant: “Yiet Minh 
tracts for the QD) an€@ unicns prohibited. (there was only the Nationa’ velfare 
Association ef ‘iorkers, which reduced the worker to the positicn of a censeript. _ 
The only concession made to the Ministry of Labor (which was heaced br Stalinists-- 
at first LE van Mien, and Inter NCUYFN van Tao) was the €-hour day am « holiday 
on the first of May with pay. These concessions were certainly insuf) .cient. 
Gradually the workers becan to re-lize that they were being exploited . ‘st as 

much as before, if not more so. In concert with the reasants tanothe: ; roletarian 
prour which was as mich exploitee as they, but less conscicus of the ; wer of the 
Proletariat) these workers had surrerted the InCoehinese Comrunist Par. and had 


- contributed largely to its acvanee sions the rosac to power. Their for or 25X1 


comrades claimed to be still their friends--these comrades who were n 1 all-power~ 
ful Ministers. Nevertheless, in exchange for a few flatteries, the woshers were 
being asked to work harcer and harder for a cause which apreared to tl: to be 


ke 


too noble to become a reality. 


The thorny problems for HO chi Wink, for the Indechinese Communist Par jy, for 


the comirant fraction in the Covernment, after the September 1946 Mod: ; Vivendi, 
were as follovs;: 

(1) How to maintain suardianship over the caterory of Pourgeois wi night 
be inclined to ally themselves with the French, and eseare from Viet } «a control? 

_ (2) Hor to satisfy the categcry of newly-ricth Bourgeois whe now hx -vwarly 
all the means of production in their hancs, and who might overthrow t’ Jovern- 
ment when they saw that {it wes becoming weak? 

(3) Hot to arrease the creat mass of Petits-Pourgeois who were st- accusing 
the French cclonislists for their present woes, but whe mirht cne day 'n and 
aceuse the Goverment itself of its inability te save ard defend ther? 

(4) Tox to continue to control the Proletariat, cf whom the Commur «ts had 

always claimed to be the Advance Guard? Hor to avoid the disintegra’ 1 of 

these irrrrtant forces in favor of a regrovpine in which there might . in . 
anfiltraticn of the elements most feared by the Stalinists, namely the "cotskyists? 
The YO chi Minh Government sav clearly these difficulties. Its equili-: tum might 
be lost as a result cf the general disintepraticn of the different str.:2 of 
society into tro cprosine categories: lukewarr elements whe riskt bec 13 
reactionaries apainst the Government; and extremists who might attempt <2 over- 
throw everytrire in order to escsre from the suffocating impasse, wit! <5 concern 
ing themselves abovt the future an® without fé-ring the precipitation > complete 
anarchy. In order to avoid this disinterration, and to ward off this -ventual 
danrer, the Government covlé only put up a screen: namely, propagande that the 


- gountry was still in dancer. 25X1 
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38, It was at this eritical moment that the great soluticn care: the Franco- 
- Vietnamese conflict. Instantly the military question overshadowed ali. others. 
With its own organizations firmly tiod togethsr, the Viet Kink found s palpable 
-and conerete enemy against whom all possible forces must be concentratec. In 
the face of the necessity for filling all the pressing needs of war, terrorism 
: was justified and the Viet Minh did not hesitate to abuse it in the name of the 
: sacred motherland. Inconsistencies vanished--to rearrpear later. 


39. The present conflict was avaited calmly by the HO chi Minh Government. In 
addition to the important reason that this conflict provided at least i. temporary 
solution to the dangerously unstable situation which had existed since September, 
the Government noe several cther reasons to accept this conflict witho:t, fear: 

- Internal factors: (1) The administrative machinery was unified--1t | ra not 
teen in March 1946. (2) Yhe Army--both rcgular and irregular--were b ‘ter 
orpanized than forrerly. Cuerrilla tactics were better understood and rerfected. 
(3) They were able to threaten the French by proposing to adopt Score | Earth 
tactics. (4) The most important political factor was a clearly defir aim for 
fighting: people xnew why they were forced to fight. Propaganda was arefore | 
earys; ané it was esncucted with skill. 
External factors: (1) [xcert fer superiority in arms and munitions. “he | 
French were extrersly weak from every point of view. (2) Neighboring «<untries-- 
Sian, Durma, India- -mere sympathetic. 


“40. All these vactors contributed greatly to the stability of the Governme; in the 
present conflict. It was alrost a ye-birth of the former favorable facurs | 
which contributed to the General Uprising of the Viet Minh immediately “ter 
the Japanese surrender. Put it must be noted that the present conflie: contains 
dangerous cerms for the future cf Vietnam. As a result of war--bombaré ‘nts,_ 
devastating battles, and Scorched Earth Policy--production will for a ° «ig time 
be totelly insufficient to satisfy wants. The people will suffer from .‘sery, 
poverty and scarcity cf goods. At the termination of this conflict, th: 
situation from this point of view will be far worse than in September 1°/,5. 


25X1 | _Jrotes As an até in understanding Annamese terminology used ‘ the 


above rerert, the following list of Annamese terms, Chinese character | iva- 
dents ané Wade-Giles romanization of the Chinese chemsctens ig present: 


1. Viet Nar Giat Phong Quan 
Yueh Nan Chier Pang Chun ak A bt Ard B'S. 


2, Dan Chu Dan 
Yin Chu Tang fi ae 129 


x, 


3. Viet Nar Thanh Men Pang i 
Yueh Man Chling ‘en Tang fh ne oF ‘e 


SAA 


-he Viet Mar “the wh lien Cach Penk Dong Chi Hot “3 
“Yueh Nan Chting Men Me Hing Ttung Chih Hud a 3) # a4 be lat - 


Ne 


Be Doan The Cuu Quce a 8 ap we dy 


Tluan T'4 Chiu luc i 


6. Tu Ve Cuu Quoe 
Tau Fei chiu ku AY #85 Sk 


7, Viet Minh x ; 
Yueh Meng A 25X1 
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Tieu To 

Hsiao Tsu 4f/\ #8 
Kh Bo . 4, 
Chiu Pu he % P 
Tinh Bo 


Sheng Pu 4 4p 


Tong Bo 


Tsun¢ Pu #8). 4 


Thanh Bo , 
Chteng Pu thy Ff 


Xu Bo - 


Chiu Pu wi $p 


Can Bo Ky Thuat Chuyen Mon 


Kan Pu Chi Shu Chuan Men pe 4p qe 4B er 


Uy Ban Viet Minh — 


Wei Pan Yueh eng ae UF Aw ag 


‘Cong An 


Kung An Z; id. 


Trinh Sat : 
Chength'a {4 58 


Trinh Sat Chih Trt 


ChengCh'a Creng Chih f§ Fe £4 


“Trinh Sat Kink Te 


TH) 
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ChergCh’a Ching Chi 7 HR i® 

Tao An 7 

Pao An 44, 12. : 
Canh Sat 


F a we 
Ching Chia ™e BR 


Can Poe Cun Ace 


Kan Pu Chiu Kuo $& 3p 44 | 
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